[Are compulsory admissions more frequent in immigrants and ethnic minorities?].
To assess the frequency of compulsory admissions to psychiatric hospitals in immigrants and members of ethnic minorities compared to German patients. The rates and quotas of compulsory admissions were assessed in the city of Frankfurt / Main during one year (2005). The data were compared to the epidemiological data of the inhabitants of the catchment area of the clinic (control group). The findings show a lower rate of admission to the psychiatric hospital in immigrants and members of ethnic minorities. The QUOTA of compulsory admissions compared to the total rate of admissions to the psychiatric hospital was higher in immigrants and members of ethnic minorities. The RATE of compulsory admissions out of 100 000 population in immigrants and members of ethnic minorities was similar to the rate of compulsory admissions in German population. Although some methodological limitations exist the findings are in line with results from other European and non-European countries.